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Donations Purchase
Wound Therapy Machine

Your
Donation
Matters!

Decreasing infection risk and speeding healing

1,000s
of outpatients facing
significant health challenges

Sarah Clemmer, Nurse Practitioner
with the new wound therapy machine
purchased by donors.
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A proud member of

St. Joseph’s Health Centre
Guelph has added a stateof-the-art negative pressure
wound therapy machine to its
equipment, thanks to donors
who gave in response to our
spring fundraising appeal. Lives
will be improved and donors
made it happen.
Wound therapy machines
are critical to helping reduce
and relieve pain, increasing
the speed of healing, and
decreasing the risk of infection.
They lessen the frequency of
dressing changes, dramatically
improving patient comfort. In
short, they help improve the
quality of life for patients.
Sarah Clemmer works on
the front lines in her role as a
Nurse Practitioner, Complex
Continuing Care and shares:
“skin wounds are common for
many patients. We have been
in need of an additional wound
therapy machine for some
time now. In fact, the need has

“Thanks to the
remarkable generosity
of donors, patients
have greater access
to equipment that
will improve healing,
reduce infection, and
can contribute to
overall patient comfort
when living with a
large wound.”
been so great, we have rented
a machine from time to time.
Now, thanks to the remarkable
generosity of our donors,
patients have greater access to
equipment that will improve
healing, reduce infection, and
can contribute to overall patient
comfort when living with a
large wound.”

This machine is able to
travel with the patient, which
is key to a person’s ability to
live with as much mobility and
independence as possible – even
as they face significant health
challenges.
Whether it is a mother who
is managing complex injuries
from a serious accident, a father
who is recovering from a stroke,
or a grandmother recovering
from surgery – this new wound
therapy machine will help
St. Joseph’s continue to deliver
state-of-the-art healthcare and
compassionate, patient-centred
services for years to come.
“While our government
funds the Health Centre’s
operating costs, it doesn’t cover
costs for medical equipment
that is needed to meet today’s
health care needs. We are so
thankful to our loyal donors for
supporting this initiative,” says
Jennifer Hall, Vice President
of Development at St. Joseph’s
Health Centre Foundation
Guelph.
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About Children’s
Speech Therapy
• Each year, over 500 children
from birth to 5 years of age
receive specialized speech
and language therapy
through Wee Talk at
St. Joseph’s.
• Early intervention is
critically important because
it can change the trajectory
of a child’s development,
improving not only
communication but their
social and emotional
well-being.
• Parents and caregivers
are children’s most
important speech and
language teachers.

Local Budding Philanthropist
Helps Children Reach Their Potential
Donation will benefit Children’s
Speech & Language Therapy Program
When eight year old Namiah Giddy won
$173.00 as a prize at JARZIE’s Golf Tournament
in support of St. Joseph’s, her thoughts didn’t
turn to buying toys or new clothes. Instead,
this young lady wondered how she could use
these winnings to help others,
and decided to give her winnings
to St. Joe’s.
The team at St. Joseph’s
Health Centre Foundation
Guelph worked with Namiah to
identify what program she would
like to support. The result was
directing her gift to the children’s
Speech & Language Therapy
program.
Each year, over 500 children
from birth to 5 years of age
receive specialized speech and
language therapy through

Wee Talk at St. Joseph’s.
The children’s Speech-Language
Pathology Team works with children and
their caregivers to provide the strategies and
techniques they need to support children to
reach their communication
and language goals and
position them for success as
they enter the school system.
This early intervention is
critically important because
a young child’s developing
brain is designed to learn
communication skills.
Namiah’s donation will
go towards purchasing
specialized games to be
used on a daily basis to
support speech and language
development.
Speech-Language pathologists, Meghan
Austin and Laura Booth recently welcomed
Namiah to the Health Centre where she
eagerly explored and learned about how her
donation will help others. When asked how
it feels to help other kids, Namiah shared,
“giving my donation makes me feel happy.”
And she hopes it will inspire others to get
involved too.
To learn more about how you can make a
difference in the lives of patients and families
visit www.sjhcg.ca/foundation today.

“Giving
my donation
makes me feel
happy.”

Left: Namiah Giddy visits St. Joseph’s
and meets Speech Pathologist Meghan
Austin to learn more about children’s
Speech & Language Therapy.

Please Think of St. Joseph’s
This Holiday Season

Three easy and meaningful ways to help
• Give a gift of securities (stocks, bonds, mutual funds).
Support St. Joseph’s while realizing significant tax savings.
• Add fundraising to your annual event or holiday party.
• Give to our Christmas Wish List appeal, arriving in
mailboxes soon.

For more information contact
Jennifer Hall at
519.767.3424 ext. 4201 or
jennifer.hall@sjhcg.ca.

The Inside Scoop
Meet Karen Higgins, Chair of
the Board, St. Joseph’s Health
Centre Foundation Guelph

Nursing School Alumnae gather around the bench
honouring their colleague Bev Steffler.

A Legacy of Caring
Tribute bench honours
School of Nursing alumna, Bev Steffler
alumni communications and activities.
St. Joseph’s opened Guelph’s first training
After Bev’s passing in 2016, those that
school for nurses in 1899. Over the 75
knew her believed it would be most fitting
year history of the school, before nursing
to honour her memory with a donation to
schools became part of community
St. Joseph’s Health Centre
colleges in 1974, thousands
Guelph. Their gifts joined
of nurses were trained. Bev
together to purchase a
Steffler was one of them.
Bev’s legacy
bench that is located at the
Bev graduated from the
entrance to the North Wing
school in 1960 and continued of caring will benefit
Health Centre.
her career at St. Joseph’s
patients, families and of the
St. Joseph’s was pleased
in what was then a busy
to welcome Bev’s family,
emergency department in the
the community for
friends, and colleagues to
acute care hospital.
years to come
celebrate its installation.
Bev was well-known
This thoughtful gesture
and respected by former
in honour of Bev’s legacy of
classmates and colleagues
caring will benefit patients, families, and
alike for her endless compassion for
the community for years to come.
patients as well as the significant time and
energy she put in to coordinating nursing

There are many meaningful ways to make a gift to
St. Joseph’s in honour of a loved one. Visit www.sjhcg.ca/foundation
or call 519.767.3424 to learn more.

St. Joseph’s Welcomes
Dr. John Patcai as New Chief of Staff
St. Joseph’s Health Centre Guelph is pleased to announce that Dr. John Patcai has
assumed the role of Chief of Staff, following the retirement of Dr. Cathy Morris.
Dr. Patcai joined St. Joseph’s in September 2014 and has served as a Consultant,
In-patient Physiatrist and General Rehab; Hospitalist Physician, Complex Restorative
Program; and most recently, as the Medical Director,
Hospital Programs.
Dr. Patcai previously held the position of Medical Director
and Chief of Staff at St. John’s Rehab Hospital in Toronto.
Dr. Patcai graduated with a Doctor of Medicine from the
University of Toronto and specialized in Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation. He received a Master of Health
Science (MHSc) from the Department of Health Policy,
Measurement, and Evaluation (HPME) at the University of
Toronto. As well, Dr. Patcai is a Certified Health Executive
(CHE) from the Canadian College of Health Service
Executives (CCHSE).
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Q
A

As someone new to healthcare,
what surprised you most?

Q
A

Why do you give so much of your
time and support to St. Joseph’s?

Q
A

What are you most proud of?

Although I am CFO of The
Co-operators Group with a Chartered
Director designation, I was naive to the
financial challenges facing healthcare today.
Our donors are making both the
everyday and the extraordinary happen
here. Donations purchase everyday
equipment such as patient lifts, wound
therapy machines, and wheelchairs. But
donors also bring to life the extraordinary,
like our award-winning Recreational
Therapy programs and the province’s bestin-class electronic medication delivery
system. It is phenomenal what community
support accomplishes – but there is more to
be done.

St. Joseph’s is where people who find
themselves facing life-altering health
challenges come to receive the care and
support they need to live their best life.
Many who come here are dealing with
significant injuries, diseases or disabilities.
We all hope to never require the level of
rehabilitation and care St. Joseph’s provides,
but there is a good chance we or our loved
ones will at some point. If I can help make
this level of care happen in a small way, that
is a reward.

I am tremendously proud to be
part of a Foundation that is so deeply
committed to transparency, accountability,
and fiscal prudence.
I take pride in the fact we are one of
a select few organizations in our region
accredited by Imagine Canada’s Standard’s
program after demonstrating our
commitment to the highest standards of
board governance, financial accountability
and transparency, fundraising practices,
staff management and volunteer
involvement.

presents:

Plan to
join us at next
year’s event –
Sunday,
September 15th,
2019!

Thank you Guelph!
Over $150,000 Raised!

Thanks to our valued guests, restaurants,
chefs, caterers, vintners, brewers, auction
supporters, volunteers and sponsors,
over $150,000 was raised in support of
the Health Centre!

On September 16th, over 750 guests
gathered under big white tents on the
grounds of St. Joseph’s Health Centre
Guelph for Taste of Guelph - the city’s
annual gourmet garden party fundraiser
in support of St. Joseph’s.

Proceeds from Taste of Guelph will enable
the purchase of vital equipment and
make a true difference in the lives of the
residents, patients and families cared for
at St. Joseph’s.

Guests were delighted with some of
Guelph and area’s finest food and drink,
and were entertained with live music, a
cork raffle and a live auction.

Great food. Great fun. Great cause.
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