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Your Doubled Donations
Brought Doppler Ultrasounds
and More to St. Joe’s

Your handwritten holiday wishes were posted in
the window of the Robert Ireland Family Lobby
for all to read this holiday season.
Left: Doppler Ultrasounds are just one of the
exciting new equipment arrivals made possible
by donors.

This holiday season, donations made to St. Joseph’s Health
Centre Foundation’s Equipment Wish List were doubled
thanks to a $75,000 matching program established
through the generosity of Joan and Howard Robinson and
Family. The matching program exceeded its goal and all
told, over the past few months more than $170,000 has been
raised to address some of the most pressing equipment
needs at our Health Centre.
“Our family understands how many lives St. Joe’s
touches,” says Cindy Robinson, daughter of Joan and
Howard Robinson. “And we also know that contrary to
popular belief, healthcare isn’t entirely funded by the
government. There are shortfalls, and that’s why donations
to St. Joe’s are so needed. Our family was proud to match
donations over the holidays in the hopes of inspiring
people to support this organization that does so much for
so many.”
Healthcare equipment isn’t funded by the operating
dollars St. Joe’s receives from the province. For the purchase
of our medical technology and devices, we rely on the
generosity of our donors and friends. One of the most
recent pieces of equipment to arrive at St. Joe’s, thanks to
donations, are new Doppler Ultrasound Machines.
Doppler Ultrasounds are used in almost every area of
our Health Centre. They use high-frequency sound waves

to estimate blood flow in a non-invasive way. For patients
in our hospital units, these powerful little wands help to
diagnose internal injuries, identify blood vessel damage,
or monitor blood flow after significant health events such
as a heart attack. Similarly, patients and residents who use
wheelchairs have a higher risk of vein blockages, so Doppler
Ultrasounds play an important role in their care as well.
They also help keep our palliative patients as comfortable
as possible by detecting poor blood circulation that can
lead to pain, cramping and chills.
Doppler Ultrasound Machines are just one of many new
pieces of equipment purchased thanks to the donations
we received. We also have new hi-low beds, patient lifts,
bladder scanners, and more – all of which will help to ease
pain, support mobility, and provide comfort and care to
our patients and residents here at St. Joe’s.
“All new pieces of equipment purchased for direct care
at St. Joseph’s are made possible with donations,” shares VP,
Development, Jennifer Hall. “We are so honoured to have
such a generous community of donors here in Guelph and
its surrounding regions. We wish to offer our deepest thanks
to the Joan and Howard Robinson Family for matching the
first $75,000 raised. We know our supporters were inspired
by the chance to have their donations doubled, and make
twice the impact at our Health Centre.”
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Remembering a Guelph Legend and Philanthropist
F r a n k H a s e n f r at z – 1 9 3 5 - 2 0 2 2

Earlier this year, St. Joseph’s Health Centre joined the Guelph community in mourning
the loss of one of its greatest leaders and philanthropists, Frank Hasenfratz.
Born in Hungary in 1935, Frank arrived in Canada in 1957 at the age of 22.
Skilled as a certified machinist, Frank built a career and went on to found Linamar
Corporation right here in Guelph. Today Linamar employs 26,000 people around the
world, including 11,000 in Canada. Frank received countless accolades during his
lifetime including his distinction as Canadian Entrepreneur of the Year, his induction
into the Canadian Manufacturing Hall of Fame and the Canadian Business Hall of
Fame, and his appointment to the Order of Canada.
He will be remembered as a determined, results-oriented businessman and
mentor, but also as a kind and caring man who always showed genuine interest and
concern for the lives of his staff, family, friends and their communities. He generously
supported many cultural, healthcare and educational institutions including
St. Joseph’s Health Centre.
“Mr. Hasenfratz’s legacy lives on in our Health Centre,” said Sera Filice-Armenio,
CEO of St. Joseph’s Health Centre Foundation. “The Hasenfratz Rehabilitation
Pavilion and the Linamar Auditorium are just two reminders of his remarkable
philanthropy. His generosity will continue to inspire all of us here at St. Joe’s and we
remain deeply thankful to him and his entire family for the ways they continue to
enhance the quality of care for our patients and residents.”

Grateful Hearts Inspired by
Compassion and Community

Team members of Community Support Services proudly
receive a Grateful Heart certificate.

St. Joseph’s Community Support Services offers a variety of programs in
Guelph and Wellington County designed to support people to continue
living in their homes for as long as it is safe and healthy for them to do so.
For so many in our community facing dementia, frailty or risk of isolation,
programs such as St. Joseph’s Alzheimer’s Day Program, Out ‘n About
Program, and Overnight Stay Program, provide a safe, stimulating and
supportive environment while taking a holistic view of a person’s health.
Program participants enjoy healthy meals and take part in a variety of social
activities that reflect their individual interests.
These programs can also mean a great deal to caregivers and family
members by providing much needed respite as well as professional resources
they often need to navigate their circumstances.
In fact, many are often so grateful for the care and support they and
their loved ones receive, they choose to express their gratitude by making a
Grateful Heart donation, knowing it will ensure others can benefit from these
care programs, just as they have.

Real Notes of Thanks from Grateful Families
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Making a Grateful Heart Donation
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You can say thanks to your doctor, nurse, support worker, volunteer or any member of your
care team by making a gift to St. Joseph’s Health Centre Foundation in their honour. When
you do, we’ll provide them with a special Grateful Heart pin (or certificate for care teams)
and share any kind sentiments you wish. Your donation will support new equipment and
specialized programming.
To learn more, or to give today, visit foundation.sjhcg.ca/saythanks or call 519.767.3424.

Co-operators Gift to Create New
Centre for Resilience, Learning and Growth
$250,000 donation from Co-operators will provide wellness resources and
supports for healthcare workers at St. Joseph’s Health Centre Guelph

Emily and Nancy, St. Joseph’s staff and members of the resiliency working group,
proudly receiving Co-operators donation.

Community support and corporate partnerships are
person-centred care to those we are privileged to serve,”
often at the heart of new innovations here at St. Joseph’s
says Sandra Ramelli, Vice President of People and Strategy
Health Centre Guelph. One perfect example is the
at St. Joseph’s. “We are so grateful to Co-operators for
creation of a new Centre for Resilience, Learning and
recognizing the importance of investing in the human
Growth, sponsored by Co-operators. This new initiative,
side of health care because we know that when our
made possible thanks to Co-operators’ remarkable
people feel supported, holistically - mind, body & spirit,
$250,000 donation, comes at a pivotal time as healthcare
they in turn are better equipped to provide care for each
workers continue to cope with the strain that the
other and our patients, residents and clients.”
COVID-19 pandemic has caused for over
The Centre for Resilience, Learning
two years now.
and Growth, sponsored by Co-operators,
“We are truly honoured to partner with
and led by St. Joseph’s Health Centre
St. Joseph’s to establish the innovative
Guelph, will provide a central access
“We’ve been through
Centre for Resilience, Learning and
point to support the personal and
rapid
change
Growth to deliver unique support for
professional resilience, well-being and
and uncertain times
healthcare providers in our community,”
growth of physicians, nurses and entire
says Lisa Guglietti, Executive Viceteams of care providers and support
that have left our people
President and Chief Operating Officer,
staff, doing high-stress, trauma-exposed
feeling
stretched,
P&C Manufacturing at Co-operators.
work. As the tools are developed and
strained
“Co-operators recognizes that to continue
resources are designed in this multi-year
building resilient communities, we must
project, the Centre will grow and expand
and exhausted.”
provide our healthcare workers with the
to help other organizations throughout
personal well-being and mental health
the Guelph Wellington Ontario Health
resources they need to overcome today’s
Team.
challenges and the tools to grow professionally and better
“Co-operators has been a vital partner of St. Joseph’s
equip them to conquer the challenges of the future.”
Health Centre Guelph for many, many years,” shares
Healthcare burnout rates in Ontario have increased
Sera Filice-Armenio, CEO, St. Joseph’s Health Centre
by upwards of 80% since the pandemic began and the
Foundation. “We’re so appreciative of their newest
entire sector is facing unprecedented stress, absenteeism
investment in our most precious resource, our caring
and staffing shortages. “We’ve been through rapid change
staff. The Centre for Resilience, Learning and Growth will
and uncertain times that have left our people feeling
ensure our care teams have the support and the resources
stretched, strained and exhausted. The retention of a
they need to respond and adapt to the rapid change,
resilient, enabled and empowered workforce is critical
ambiguity and flux we will continue to experience for
to our mission of providing compassionate,
many years to come.”
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A message from David Wormald, President, St. Joseph’s Health Centre Guelph

Thank you for supporting Compassion, Care, Courage
and COVID-19 Recovery
This year did not start out the way many of us had hoped, and it’s left us feeling a
bit tired. Tired of the fear and worry. Tired of zoom calls and missed celebrations or
family gatherings. Our healthcare teams are tired, too. The past two years have placed
an immense strain on our Health Centre and challenged us in ways we could not have
imagined. But throughout it all, donors like you have stood side-by-side with our
healthcare workers, funding essential programs and projects, ensuring they have the
tools they need to deliver exceptional care to our patients and residents while keeping
them safe from an unpredictable and unrelenting virus.
I would like to take a moment to offer my sincere thanks for your generosity, your
kindness and your words of encouragement for our healthcare heroes. Your support
means more than you know. Especially since we recognize the pandemic has been hard
on all of you, too. As we look to the future with cautious optimism and emerge from this
pandemic even stronger, one thing is sure, the need remains great. We’ve faced adversity
like never before and your support continues to make a huge impact on the lives of so
many here.
As the province begins to re-open, and our visitor restrictions ease once again, we
look forward to welcoming the friends and families of our patients and residents back
to St. Joe’s, and to meeting once again with our generous donors and friends in the
community. Until then, enjoy the warmer weather that Spring, the season of hope and
renewal, will inevitably bring and know that we are grateful for all that you have done
and continue to do to see St. Joe’s through the COVID-19 pandemic.

Farm Boy presents
a donation during
their grand opening
celebration.

Looking for a Way You, Your Family
or Your Company Can Give Back?

Audrey Kloepfer, owner of Kloepfer Gallery,
recently supported St. Joseph’s by matching
customer donations.

There’s never been a better time for local families, organizations and businesses to
consider giving back to St. Joseph’s as we continue caring for our community amidst
the COVID-19 pandemic.
From charity car washes to golf tournaments, point of sale donations to bottle
drives – there’s a host of creative ways that our community can rally together to raise
funds for St. Joe’s.
Our Foundation would be pleased to help you plan and promote your event, to
publicly thank you for your support of St. Joe’s via a cheque presentation or photo
opportunity, and of course, to help ensure all the funds you raise go directly towards
the program or area of our Health Centre that means the most to you!
To learn more or to get started, reach out to Karen Semma, Development Officer, at
519.767.3424 or Karen.Semma@sjhcg.ca.

St. Joseph’s Health Centre Foundation
Guelph is accredited through Imagine
Canada. This accreditation recognizes
excellence in board governance,
financial accountability, transparency,
fundraising practices, and management
of staff and volunteers. The Imagine
Canada Standards Program Trustmark is
used under licence.

Your privacy is very important to us
St. Joseph’s Health Centre Foundation Guelph contacts its
friends periodically to share news and information about
St. Joseph’s Health Centre Guelph by mail, phone, or email.
If you have any questions about this process, please call us at
519.767.3424 or e-mail us at fdn@sjhcg.ca so that we can note
and adhere to your privacy preferences.
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