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St. Joe’s New Long-Term Care Community
160 new long-term care beds will include our region’s first Behavioural Support
Transition Unit designed to support those with responsive behaviours

Long-term care plays a vital role in our local healthcare
beds. St. Joe’s Campus of Care is expanding to ensure our
system by offering care and specialized programming to
healthcare services meet the needs of our aging population,
some of our most vulnerable seniors. With our population
and that long-term care and community support services
aging, and the needs of those in long-term care becoming
are accessible and timely. We will be transforming the way
increasingly complex, our long-term care system has
care is provided across the continuum,” shared St. Joseph’s
become overwhelmed, placing additional strain on our
Health Centre President, David Wormald.
hospitals and leaving people waiting far too long for
Currently, ongoing hospital admission is the only
the care they desperately need. For those experiencing
available option for so many people facing challenging
challenging behaviours related to dementia
behaviours. This places additional costs
or other neurological conditions, finding
and pressures on our already strained
the right supports and environment can be
healthcare system.
The project will
even more challenging.
St. Joseph’s Behavioural Support Transition
include our region’s
As the regional leader in seniors care,
Unit will offer specialized care for
first
Behavioural
St. Joseph’s Health Centre is committed to
individuals who are not appropriate for
being part of the solution. The Ministry of
traditional long-term care settings due
Support Transition
Long-Term Care has announced funding
to behaviours stemming from dementia
Unit, providing the
to build an additional 160 long-term care
or other diseases including Parkinson’s,
specialized
programs
beds, making St. Joe’s the largest not-forHuntington’s, Schizophrenia, Depression
and environment
profit provider of long-term care in the
or Anxiety.
region.
“Donations have always played a crucial
needed to support those
The new development will use research
role in significant projects here at St. Joe’s
experiencing a variety of and this new 160 bed expansion will once
based, state-of-the-art technologies and
challenging behaviours. again rely on our generous community
innovation to design the most modernized
long-term care home in our region. The
coming together to ensure our seniors
project will also include our region’s first
have the compassionate and personalized
Behavioural Support Transition Unit, which will provide
healthcare they deserve,” shared Sera Filice-Armenio,
the specialized programs and environment needed to safely
St. Joseph’s Foundation CEO. “We hope people will
and compassionately support people experiencing a variety
be inspired to support this exciting project and we
of challenging behaviours. The role of this 32 bed unit
look forward to sharing more information over the
will be to help stabilize a person, allowing them to safely
coming months.”
transition into or back to long-term care homes.
The cost of this project is expected to exceed $100
“Ensuring we are able to provide the best care for
million and construction is projected to begin in 2024.
our seniors requires more than creating new long-term
We look forward to providing updates as it develops.
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Four Tax
Effective Ways
to Support
St. Joe’s
Gift of Stocks or Securities
Donate your stocks, mutual
funds or other publicly traded
securities during your lifetime
or through your Will. You can
avoid incurring capital gains
tax and use your charitable
donation receipt to offset
set taxes payable on other
sources of income.

Leave a Gift in your Will
Leave a donation to St. Joe’s
in your Will (also called
a bequest) by choosing a
specific amount to donate or
simply make a donation from
the residue of your estate.

Gift an RRSP or RRIF

Name St. Joe’s as a beneficiary
of your RRSP or RRIP. Your
finances will not be impacted
during your lifetime and your
estate will receive a tax credit
to offset taxes owed after
your passing.

Gift of Life
Insurance Policy

You can receive tax benefits
whether you donate your
insurance policy now or in
your estate plans.
There are various tax-smart
donation strategies available,
but for personalized,
independent advice, please
reach out to your financial
advisor.
To learn more about taxeffective ways to support
St. Joe’s, or to receive our
Securities Transfer Form,
please contact Jennifer
Hall, VP Philanthropy
at 519.767.3424 or visit
foundation.sjhcg.ca for
more information.

Your Donations Help, Heal and Bring Hope
Thanks to our generous community, thousands of people facing significant health challenges
have received the rehabilitation, complex medical care, palliative care and long-term care they
need to heal, recover, adapt to new circumstances, and live their best life.
Donations play a critical role in the lives of our patients and residents by ensuring our care
teams have the best equipment and technologies needed to provide exemplary care and will
continue to do so for years to come.

Here are the top projects that your donations funded this past year:

Therapeutic Spa/Tub Rooms
New Spa/Tub rooms provide a calm and relaxing
bathing area in a space that can offer customized
support for a variety of accessibility requirements.
People will enjoy more privacy, increased
involvement in their own care, and be able
to bathe more independently with comfort
and dignity.

Nurse Call/Real Time Locating System
Connecting the entire Health Centre, phase 1 of
the Nurse Call Bell system has been implemented,
improving our care team’s ability to access and
respond to our patients and residents. Phase 2
will be completed this year and will bring with it
increased patient safety and monitoring.

Vital Medical Equipment (big and small)
Donations have purchased the vital pieces
of technology needed to provide care every
day including:
• VAC Wound Care Machine
• Bladder Scanners
• Doppler Ultrasounds
• IV Pumps
• Bariatric Beds
• Stethoscopes
• Hospital Room Furnishings
• Wrist Alarms
• Fall Mats

Music Therapy
Our Music Therapy program uses evidence
based musical interventions such as singing
songs and playing instruments to accomplish
individualized goals. This program greatly
promotes the emotional and physical well being
of our patients and residents.

Kindness for our Care Teams
A kindness cart, stocked with treats and snacks,
helped to fuel our care teams through their long
days of compassionately caring for patients and
residents. Our leadership teams navigated the
Health Centre with the cart in tow, offering their
gratitude and appreciation to staff who have
dedicated their time to caring for our patients
and residents.

Spotlight Shone on Local Aphasia Story
Son shares heartfelt story of mother’s life through
award winning production of “Dear Jax”
St. Joe’s Aphasia Program is a respite
but also the struggle of our family in
from the outside world where Aphasia’s
dealing with her rapid decline and the
effects are little known and even less
grief it was causing.”
understood. Such was the experience of
Through the Aphasia Program,
Susan Maclean.
Susan received specialized speech and
As a successful freelance journalist
language therapy to help her practice
and communications specialist for over
her language skills and learn to use other
40 years, Susan’s expertise with language
ways to communicate. Family members
and words were one of her
also require their own
greatest and most valued
supports to ensure
strengths. But there came
they understand the
“The
education,
resources
a time when Susan’s
effects of this disease
and emotional support
ability to use her words
and learn new ways
no longer came so easily
of communicating
helped me understand
and her craft began to slip
with their loved
what
my
mother
was
away. In 2014, Susan was
ones. “The Family
going through and stay
diagnosed with primary
Support Program
progressive aphasia, a
was invaluable,”
connected to her and a
communication disorder community of people with recalls Stephen. ‘The
that affects a person’s
education, resources
similar experiences.”
ability to speak and write,
and emotional support
as well as understand
helped me understand
both spoken and written
what my mother was
words. The disease can have devastating
going through and stay connected to her
impacts for the person affected and their
and a community of people with similar
loved ones, often leading to frustration,
experiences.”
isolation and depression as one loses
Susan passed away in 2016 and
their ability to express themselves and
shortly afterwards, Stephen came
understand others.
across boxes of letters his mother had
Shortly after receiving her diagnosis,
written spanning over two decades all
Susan and her family sought support
addressed to “Jax.” The discovery of these
from the Waterloo Wellington Aphasia
letters, coming after years of limited
Program at St. Joe’s. As Susan’s son
communication, brought his mom’s
Stephen shares “The support and
voice rushing back to him. Stephen,
resources provided by the Aphasia
with the help of director Jean-Marc
Program were a godsend for my Mom.
LeBlanc, turned the letters and Susan’s
I remember Craig, our social worker,
experiences into the heartfelt award
coming to our home. He was one of the
winning one-man production entitled
first people to understand not only how
“Dear Jax.” Dear Jax emotionally tells
my mom was experiencing this disease,
Susan’s story while discussing mental

Stephen Maclean Rogers (left) reunited
with St. Joe’s Social Worker Craig Holman (right)
after Dear Jax performance.

health, spirituality and communication
in all of its forms.
This August, Dear Jax was featured in
the Guelph Fringe Festival and Stephen
invited the St. Joe’s Aphasia team to
view the performances. “Seeing Craig
again after all these years was a powerful
experience and it was so rewarding
to have him and his colleagues in
attendance” shared Stephen. The reconnection of Stephen and Craig was
a valuable reminder of the role St. Joe’s
staff and programming can play during a
challenging time in people’s lives.

Gift in Will Helps Fund New Nurse Call Bell System
New system enhances communication, reduces response time and improves
care for every patient and resident at St. Joe’s
Dr. John (Jack) and Mrs. Dolores Cote built a family and a life here in Guelph.
Now, thanks in part to a thoughtful gift they left in their Will, the Cotes have helped
St. Joe’s to implement the first phase of a new Nurse Call Bell System throughout
the Health Centre.
This advanced technology can be best described as a “Security System for People”
and helps position St. Joe’s as a leader in senior and dementia care in Canada. The new
system provides clear, reliable communication between patients, residents and their
care teams which allows for a faster and more effective response.
Found in every patient room, washroom and nursing station, this new Call Bell
System is also connected to mobile nursing phones and even the facility’s smoke
detectors.
“Having the ability to effectively respond to a patient or resident immediately,
regardless of where we are in the Health Centre, is essential to high quality care. This
new system gives patients and residents greater access to their care teams and families
the reassurance that we are just a button push away from their loved one,” shares
Samantha Smith, Director of Long-Term Care.
Every year, donations from people who have remembered St. Joe’s in their Will or
other estate plans, play a critical role in making projects like the new Nurse Call Bell
System possible. “We are truly honoured to receive these types of gifts and deeply
thankful to Dr. and Mrs. Cote for believing in the care St. Joe’s provides and trusting us to
ensure their gift is used in the most impactful way,” offers Jennifer Hall, VP, Philanthropy.
If you would like to learn more about including St. Joe’s in your estate plans
please contact Jennifer Hall at jennifer.hall@sjhcg.ca or 519.767.3424
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Taste of Guelph raises over $180,000
for a record-breaking event!

presents:

25

TH

Thanks to the immense support of our community - including all of the chefs, restaurants,
brewers, vintners, volunteers, auction winners, sponsors and guests - Taste of Guelph
raised over $180,000!
The return of Taste of Guelph welcomed over 700 community members back to the grounds
of St. Joseph’s Health Centre to sample offerings from the region’s finest restaurants, caterers,
vintners, brewers and bakers. Guests were also invited to bid on exciting auction items and listen
to the music of Black Water Trio – just in time to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the annual
garden party fundraiser.
Thank you for coming together as a community to make the 25th anniversary of Taste of Guelph
the most successful yet and for supporting healthcare in our community.

A N N I V E R S A R Y

Presenting Sponsor:
Platinum Sponsors:

Gold Sponsors:

Specialty Sponsors:

Silver Sponsors:

Bronze Sponsors:

Alectra Utilities
Benmet Steel & Metal
Downtown Guelph
Business Association
Robert Milburn
Auctioneer of Milburn’s
Auto Sales & Service
Roots Media
RWDI / Songbird Life
Science Inc.
Sutcliffe Kitchens/
Sutcliffe Homes

Annie & Rick Eleveld

Hammond Power Solutions

BDO Canada LLP

Planet Realty Inc., Brokerage

Bell Canada

Rob Thomson, Thomson Wealth
of RBC Dominion Securities

St. Joseph’s Health Centre Foundation
Guelph is accredited through Imagine
Canada. This accreditation recognizes
excellence in board governance,
financial accountability, transparency,
fundraising practices, and management
of staff and volunteers. The Imagine
Canada Standards Program Trustmark is
used under licence.

CAKE Interior Design
Farm Boy (Guelph)

Your privacy is very important to us
St. Joseph’s Health Centre Foundation Guelph contacts its
friends periodically to share news and information about
St. Joseph’s Health Centre Guelph by mail, phone, or email.
If you have any questions about this process, please call us at
519.767.3424 or e-mail us at fdn@sjhcg.ca so that we can note
and adhere to your privacy preferences.
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